INTRODUCTION AND OBJECTIVES: Bladder Pain Syndrome/ Interstitial Cystitis (BPS/IC) is a disease that causes pelvic pain and lower urinary tract symptoms. Psychological stress has been proposed as a factor inducing or worsening BPS/IC symptoms. Accordingly, an animal model of psychological stress induced by water avoidance stress (WAS), which exhibits pelvic pain and urinary frequency, has been proposed as a useful model to study the BPS/IC pathophysiology. Previous studies have also shown that nerve growth factor (NGF) that is known to cause sensitization of nociceptive afferent pathways is increased in the bladder of BPS/IC patients and that urothelial intercellular distance in WAS rats is increased. Thus, in this study using WAS rats, we examined bladder function, pain sensation and expressions of NGF, junction molecules and TRP channels in bladder mucosa.
INTRODUCTION AND OBJECTIVES: Bladder Pain Syndrome/ Interstitial Cystitis (BPS/IC) is a disease that causes pelvic pain and lower urinary tract symptoms. Psychological stress has been proposed as a factor inducing or worsening BPS/IC symptoms. Accordingly, an animal model of psychological stress induced by water avoidance stress (WAS), which exhibits pelvic pain and urinary frequency, has been proposed as a useful model to study the BPS/IC pathophysiology. Previous studies have also shown that nerve growth factor (NGF) that is known to cause sensitization of nociceptive afferent pathways is increased in the bladder of BPS/IC patients and that urothelial intercellular distance in WAS rats is increased. Thus, in this study using WAS rats, we examined bladder function, pain sensation and expressions of NGF, junction molecules and TRP channels in bladder mucosa.
METHODS: Female Wistar rats were divided into the WAS group, which underwent 1-hour WAS for 10 days, and the control group without WAS. All rats then underwent cystometry with intravesical infusion of low dose protamine sulfate (LD-PS) (10mg/ml), which reportedly does not cause changes in bladder activity in normal rats. In separate groups of WAS or control rats, bladder pain behavior after intravesical infusion of LD-PS was evaluated. After the experiments, bladder tissues were harvested for RT-PCR and ELISA analyses. Bladder sections were also evaluated histologically to see the degree of damage caused by PS.
RESULTS: Control rats did not show changes in intercontraction intervals (ICI) whereas WAS rats showed a significant decrease of ICI after LD-PS infusion (Fig: A) . WAS rats also showed a significant increase in PS-induced bladder pain behaviors compared to controls (Fig: B) . In bladder mucosa of WAS rats, NGF protein and TRPV1/TRPA1 mRNA levels were increased whereas mRNA levels of junction molecules (Cx43, ZO-1) were decreased (Fig: C&D) . Histological evaluation showed the bladder epithelial damage with LD-PS in WAS rats, but not in control rats.
CONCLUSIONS: Psychological stress due to WAS increased urinary frequency and bladder pain sensation after LD-PS infusion. WAS-induced NGF upregulation and decreases of junction molecules in bladder mucosa may contribute to the increased susceptibility to bladder insults leading to the urothelial damage.
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MP47-15 GENE EXPRESSION PROFILES OF BLADDER MUSCOSA STRATIFIES IC/BPS PATIENTS BASED ON ANESTHETIZED BLADDER CAPACITY
Stephen Walker*, Jeffrey Schachar, Gopal Badlani, Catherine Matthews, Joao Zambon, Robert Evans, Winston Salem, NC INTRODUCTION AND OBJECTIVES: The goal of this study was to further explore our working hypothesis that the low capacity bladder mucosal gene expression profile is representative of a bladdercentric interstitial cystitis/bladder pain syndrome (IC/BPS) subphenotype. This hypothesis is based on data from our earlier pilot study showing that a subset of IC/BPS patients (those with a severely diminished bladder capacity [BC; 400 ml]) displayed a unique gene expression profile.
METHODS: IC/BPS patient biopsy samples (N[40) were selected from our tissue bank (IRB00018552) for gene expression profiling. Specimens were chosen based on anesthetic bladder capacity (BC) ranging from 200-1500ml to provide a representative sample of the entire cohort. Thirteen samples came from patients that we define as 'low' BC ( 400 ml; 7/13 were Hunner's lesion positive [HLþ] ) and 27 were from patients with a BC >400 ml (1/27 was HLþ). All patients had undergone therapeutic bladder hydrodistention per the AUA guideline algorithm. Total RNA was isolated from mucosal biopsies (per standard protocols) and assayed on whole genome microarrays (Illumina HT v4 BeadArray). Hierarchical clustering was used to identify similar groups of samples on the basis of their gene expression profile.
RESULTS: Bladder capacity accounted for approximately 60% of the overall variation in mucosal gene expression among all samples. Hierarchical clustering revealed two primary clusters (Figure 1 ). Cluster A consisted exclusively of samples from the BC >400ml group (heatmap; Figure 1 , right side). Cluster B contained all samples with BC 400 ml (Figure 1, left side) . Within Cluster B there are 2 subgroups: one consisting largely of low BC /HLþ samples; the other consisting largely of those with low BC/HL-. Four of the 5 samples that were not in the 'low' BC group and yet clustered within the 'low' BC/HL-subgroup had diminished BC (either 450 or 500 ml).
CONCLUSIONS: Gene expression in mucosal biopsy tissue from IC/BPS patients provides a degree of stratification when correlated Vol. 201, No. 4S, Supplement, Sunday, May 5, 2019 THE JOURNAL OF UROLOGY Ò e693
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